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Saint Peter’s Church,   

Woodmansterne  

SEPTEMBER  2021  

Monthly Newsletter   

 

Welcome to this month’s newsletter! If you have an activity or something uplifting to share 

please do get in touch:  office@saintpeterschurch.org.uk  We hope you enjoy this month’s 

newsletter.   
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A word from John Itumu 

This year’s ‘official’ Back to Church Sunday will be on 19th of September 2021. 

Indeed, the month of September has been deemed a season of invitation. This 
local church initiative is a call to action in the form of extending an invitation to 
our friends and neighbours to come back to church. The ‘back’ bit in the initiative 

recognises that many baptised individuals, both young and mature, do not end 
up as worshipping members of their local church community. There is then the 
category of folks of who have occasioned the church at a wedding or a funeral 

and those whose experience dates to their Sunday School days. A whole 
contingent out there.       
                                                                                                   

But here is the nitty-gritty. Those who have dared walk this road of engaging 
neighbours and friends and inviting them back say that while a far majority of 

these folks are open to an invitation, the majority of Christians are too scared to 
invite. It is not unknown for regular churchgoers to be vigorously defensive about 
the idea of inviting others. The commonly touted reason is expressed along the 

lines of ‘my faith is a private matter, and it is rude to impose it on others – and in 
our multi-faith society it is simply arrogant to peddle the Christian God as 
unique’. We are then bombarded by the increasingly loud notion of Christianity as 

being irrelevant in our times. Ultimately, layer upon layer of these faith 
demolishing platitudes only inoculate us from longing to tell the story of what 
God has done for us. And so our faith must be under lock and key, secret. But 

alas, it isn’t!  
 
Faith and believe in God was never meant to be a private affair. When Jesus 

traversed the dusty roads of ancient Israel doing good, his attempts not to draw 
attention to himself failed dismally, despite warning those touched by his 
kindness to be silent. (Mark 7:36; John 4:29 etc). Everywhere they went they 

proclaimed God’s goodness. News about their encounter with God was just too 
good to keep to themselves. This was and still is simply the best news. The only 

news which adds true value to a human being’s life cannot simply be under 
wraps.          
                                                                                                                               

And so, on the 26th September, we will be saying to everyone in our village who 
cares to listen that they are welcome to worship at St Peter’s. Please invite a 
friend or a neighbour to our weekly Sunday 4pm 

service/session/fellowship/meeting in the church hall. We pray that this ‘Back to 
Church’ initiative will remain a weekly initiative for St Peter’s.  
 

Amen.  
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Our service times are 9am for Zoom and 11am at church.  If you want to receive more 

information about any of the above or would like to have a chat with someone please do get in 

touch with us: rector@saintpeterschurch.org.uk or ring 01737 423892.    

You can catch up with the weekly messages at St Peter's Church, Woodmansterne You Tube 

channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCl9hrwcOXgd7g8lg9WVqg7A   

Church building is now open for prayer Monday to Saturday during the day. We are looking for 

volunteers to open and close. Please speak to Gill or Simon.  

 

Woodmansterne Charities   

A local charity, which can help people who are struggling to pay fuel bills. To qualify, you 

must live in the Parish of Woodmansterne. If you would like to be considered for assistance 

then please contact us: office@saintpeterschurch.org.uk or 01737 423892.   

  

St Matthew's Foodbank 

Our local Foodbank at St Matthew's is being supported by this year's Bishop of Southwark's lent 

call https://southwarklentcall.com/. You can watch a video showing you around the Foodbank 

here: https://youtu.be/cEgeXiK8lRo  

While we can't send food directly to the foodbank if you'd like to donate directly to the foodbank 

here are the details: You can send a cheque payable to St Matthew’s PCC, marked ‘Foodbank’ on 

the back to: Foodbank at St Matthew’s, c/o The Parish Office, 71 Station Road, Redhill RH1 1DL.  

If you would like to make a bank transfer you can find the details here: 

https://www.redhillfoodbank.org.uk/how-can-i-help  

   

Bus Stop Cafe 

Bus stop Cafe is now back in the hall on a weekly basis. You need to book in advance. Speak to 

Sally Frost for more details.   

 

New 4pm Service 

The new 4pm service starts on 26th September in the church hall. This will have a relaxed 

atmosphere. All welcome.  
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AFGHANISTAN We are grateful that presently, the situation in the capital is calm (though 

tense). Pray for things to be calm, not only for Kabul, but for the rest of the country.                                                             

As the country goes through this period of transition, pray that those who want to leave will be 

able to, and for those who remain, that they will remain safe, particularly women and those from 

minority groups.       

Pray for the many thousands of people who were displaced, that they will receive humanitarian 

aid swiftly, and that they will be able to return safely to their homes.                                                 

Pray that, as the country looks to the future, girls will continue to be able to go to school and 

university, that women can contribute to society and the light that was lit for so many during 

these last 20 years would remain visible. 

AFRICA  Uganda: the result of local discussions in Kampala is a plan to set up reception centres 

at local churches, so that these Churches are equipped to support pregnant girls who are under 

18 years old. Pray that this project will help to change attitudes towards teenage pregnancies, as 

young pregnant girls have been ostracised from church communities in the past. Pray for the 

churches and for local working groups as they work together on this initiative. 

South Sudan:  pray for a new trauma healing training course that began this week. Pray that 

those attending would be equipped to minister to traumatised people living in refugee camps in 

South Sudan. 

Latin America:  As Covid-19 cases surge across Central America, please particularly remember 

the people of Guatemala and Honduras, and please pray for CMS’s people in mission serving in 

those countries. A staff member of partner organisation Street Kids Direct in Guatemala has been 

seriously unwell with the virus and continues to receive treatment. Please pray for his full 

recovery. 

Northern Argentina: Covid-19 is spreading rapidly in Northern Argentina, and many people are 

very unwell.  
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THIS MONTH’S RECIPE – TREACLE TART 

The easy, unsticky way to make a treacle tart. 

Line a flan ring with shortcrust pastry, either homemade or shop bought.  Fill with fresh white 

breadcrumbs sprinkled in to almost fill the flan case when level, but not pressed down.  Give the 

tin a few taps to help level up the crumbs if necessary.  Sprinkle the zest and juice of half a lemon 

over the crumbs. 

Warm the tin of syrup (stand the tin in hot water) then pour liberally but carefully all over the 

crumbs until not a crumb remains unsyrupped.  Don’t for heaven’s sake try to stir or spread the 

syrup - it will stick to the crumbs and you - and you will have a horrid, sticky mess.  Leave for 10-

15 minutes and top up with more syrup if you think it needs it. 

Bake for 30-35 minutes at gas 4, 180°, 350°F or until the pastry is pale biscuit coloured and the 

syrup is set around the edges, but still moist in the middle. 

Serve lukewarm, not hot, with cream 

Ann Kayser  
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My First Day at Woodmansterne School                                     Margaret Chorlton 
 
I shall always remember the musty smell of the school building; a sort of clinical-cum-sawdust 

aroma. The place was enormous and overpowering. I wasn't used to the noisy chatter of other 
children. 
 

It was all rather frightening. Mrs Williams the headmistress, took my hand rather fiercely and led 
me down a maze of corridors. I hoped she wouldn't notice me furtively peering at her; she 
looked very old – at least a hundred. A grey bun sat severely on the top of her head and three 

long whiskers hung from the mottled chin, which reminded me of the wicked witch in Hansel and 
Gretel. 
 

Mrs Williams looked straight ahead, her shoes clattering with every step as she marched me 
along the cold, stone floors. Another teacher passed us on the way and smiled kindly, a large 

patch covered one eye, I wondered what was behind it but was too scared to stare. 
 
In the classroom we sat in rows facing the blackboard. Each one of us had our own desk with a 

lid which I discovered later was to hide all sorts of secrets like the packed lunch I could never 
finish. On the top of the desk was a hole where the ink should be, but at four years old we were 
only issued with pencils. The benches that were attached to the desks were hard and 

uncomfortable, hardly allowing my short legs to touch the ground. I actually liked being able to 
swing them about without anyone noticing. 
 

I looked across at the little girl sitting next to me.  She was pretty, why wasn't I pretty like her? 
Her hair was neatly plaited into two pigtails and regimented finger waves stiff with sugar water 
had been carefully crafted on each side of her parting. My hair was unruly and curly with a 

horrendous soft floppy bow attached to one side, how I hated that bow! At breaktime we chatted 
to each other in the huge playground. Her name was Susan. Why wasn't my name Susan? It was 
the best name in the world. It was comforting that she was the same height as me, the rest of 

the class towered   above us. After school one day, my best friend Susan took me home to meet 
her parents, thrusting me forward she announced “ This is my little friend Margaret, isn't she 
sweet?”   

 
We are still close friends to this day and have lived opposite each other in Chipstead Way for 

over fifty years. 
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YOUR GARDEN IN SEPTEMBER BY A WOODMANSTERNE GARDENER 

September always seems to have a special quality in the light - gone is the harsh blue of summer 

(did we have a summer this year?)  there is dew on the grass, spider webs everywhere and still 

time to sit in the warmth and enjoy the garden. 

Once upon a time September heralded the beginning of autumn but with our topsy-turvy weather 

September is now probably classed as a summer month albeit it with shorter days. 

Help keep summer going for longer with hanging baskets, tubs and troughs and any summer 

bedding will need regular deadheading and watering, but there is a downside to this as at some 

time all the bedding plants will need to be replace with winter/spring plants.  Do not leave it too 

late, say end of September/very early October as the winter bedding such as polyanthus need to 

grow and settle in before winter is upon us. 

September is the month to plant spring flowering bulbs i.e. crocus, daffodils, hyacinths.  Tulips 

can wait until November.  

Finish feeding shrubs grown in containers so that they don’t put on any fresh new growth that 

would be vulnerable to frost. But do continue to water regularly camellias and rhododendrons as 

they are still making their flower buds. 

Hydrangeas are increasing in popularity, especially the large white varieties such as ‘Annabel’.  

Leave the heads on the mophead and lacecap varieties after flowering as the old blooms offer 

some winter protection from frost.  Prune in mid spring. 

To stop our flower beds getting too full and overcrowded now is the time to divide summer 

flowering perennials.  Dig them up, having cut down all the top growth, dispose of the old centre 

of the plant and replant the young new outside growth, having enriched the soil with a slow 

release fertilizer.  Keep the newly planted perennial well-watered.  Some perennials from really 

large clumps can be difficult to lift. Use two forks to lever them apart then attack them with an old 

bread knife or even a saw. 

If you have been growing fruit and vegetables the grand harvest and clean up can begin.  Try to 

leave your vegetable patch clean and tidy as possible so to discourage pests and disease.  You 

could also sow a hardy green manure crop so that the soil is covered during the winter, then chop 

it back and dig it in, in the spring. 

Please think of our wildlife – peanuts and fat balls can now make an appearance and keep all bird 

baths and dunking dishes clean and topped up.  Leave any windfall fruit, apples, pears and plums 

on the ground as food for our garden birds and wasps. 

If you need inspiration there is the Wisley flower show at RHS Wisley on 7-12th September where 

you can buy plants and in departure from the norm due to the virus epidemic the RHS Chelsea 

Flower Show is from 21-26th September.  The first ever autumn Chelsea in the history of the RHS 

so expect to see dahlias, and great autumnal colour.  Details from www.rhs.org.uk   

http://www.rhs.org.uk/


8   

Banstead Arts Festival Society 

The Autumn/Winter Programme 2021-22 
 

 

Banstead Arts Festival Society is looking ahead cautiously to an Autumn/Winter season, albeit 

one in which elements of social distancing will have to continue. All four concerts in the season 

are re-bookings of artists whose dates had to be cancelled last year. The outstanding 

musicianship of the artists will have been worth the wait. 

 

9th October 2021 - Sofya Gulyak, the first woman to win the Leeds Piano Competition in 2009 

presents a programme of towering works, including one of Beethoven’s late sonatas Bach-

Busoni Chaconne, and a dazzling showpiece by Chopin.  

 

20th November 2021 - The Consone Quartet play pieces by Mozart, Schubert and Mendelssohn. 

They are the very first period instrument holders of a prestigious BBC New Generation Artist 

Award.  

 

12th February 2022 - Violinist Charlotte Saluste-Bridoux plays a programme including major 

works by Mozart and Brahms; A rising star, she has recently been brought under the wing of 

the exclusive Young Concert Artists Trust.  

 

19th March 2022 - Timothy Ridout, another BBC New Generation Artist - hailed as the 

outstanding violist of his generation, will introduce some of the unsung glories of the viola 

repertoire. 

 

Appropriate social distancing measures will be continued in the Community Hall and ticket sales 

will be controlled to ensure no overcrowding. 

 

For booking information please see website http://www.bansteadarts.co.uk   

 

CALENDAR QUOTES 

 

The Christian idea has not been tried and found wanting; it has been found difficult, and 

eft untried.    G.K. Chesterton                                                                

The way to get to the top is to get off your bottom.   

Triumph is just ' umph ' added to try.   

If you are too busy to relax; you are too busy.   

It must be wonderful to be young enough to know everything.    

If it’s true that we are here to help others, then what exactly are the others here for?   

Some minds are like concrete, thoroughly mixed up and permanently set.                                                                                

 

 

http://www.bansteadarts.co.uk/
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In praise of motorway services  

 

What have you got in common with the Beatles, the Rolling Stones, and Eric Clapton?                                  

You have all visited the Watford Gap Services on your way up or down the M1. 

Back in the early 1960s, the M1 transformed the way that bands could travel, and visiting 

the service station was an integral part of their trip. In the 60 or so years since motorway 

services opened, they have also become part of life for tens of millions of us.   

Motorway services not only provide a much-needed break from the road, they are also a 

great place for people-watching. All sizes, shapes and varieties of people can be found in 

one. As one journalist put it: “a motorway service station is the ultimate human zoo.” 

Not everyone used motorway services back in the 1960s. Many people just pulled over 

onto the hard shoulder and unpacked a picnic. There was even the true story of the family 

who pulled their car onto the central reservation of the motorway to have lunch – and 

survived to tell the tale. 

Motorway services also confused people. One distraught couple, heading north, reported 

their car had been stolen. The police found they had crossed the pedestrian bridge, and 

then could not find their car in the south-bound car park. 

Today there are 111 service stations in the UK. The law states that they must not be more 

than 28 miles apart, or 30 minutes of travelling time. By law, they must provide two hours 

of free parking, free toilets, and a free play area for children. 

The first two motorway services were Watford Gap and Newport Pagnell, both of which 

opened in early November 1959, along with the M1. 

 

Harry Secombe – genius for buffoonery 

One hundred years ago, on 8th September 1921, Sir Harry Secombe was born in 

Swansea. The comedian, actor, writer, singer and TV presenter was one of the stars of 

the anarchic 1950s radio series, The Goon Show. 

His family belonged to St Thomas Church, and his elder brother, Fred, became a Church 

of Wales priest. Later in life Sir Harry was a presenter of religious programmes, such as 

the BBC's Songs of Praise and ITV's Highway.  

He met Spike Milligan during the war in North Africa and later bumped into him again at 

the Windmill Theatre, where he was doing comedy routines. There they also met Peter 

Sellers and Michael Bentine – forming the team that eventually produced The Goon Show. 

A natural clown with a “genius for buffoonery”, Harry was the focus, and he moved on to 

star in a series of films, including Oliver!  

He was also a talented and popular tenor. He was knighted in 1981, referring to himself 

as Sir Cumference in reference to his size – he was later forced to diet for medical 

reasons, and died at the age of 79 of prostate cancer. His tombstone bears the inscription 

“To know him is to love him”.  
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All in the month of SEPTEMBER 

125 years ago, on 24th Sept 1896 that F Scott Fitzgerald, American novelist and short 

story writer, was born. Regarded as one of the greatest American writers of the 20th 

century.  Best known for his novel The Great Gatsby.                                                                                                                            

100 years ago, on 8th Sept 1921 that Sir Harry Secombe was born. This Welsh 

comedian, actor, writer, singer and TV presenter was one of the stars of the 1950s radio 

series The Goon Show.                                                                                                                                           

80 years ago, on 1st Sept 1941 that Nazi Germany ordered all Jews in Germany and its 

occupied territories to wear a yellow Star of David badge.                                                                                           

75 years ago, from 20th Sept – 5th Oct 1946 that the first Cannes Film Festival was 

held.                              

60 years ago, on 11th Sept 1961 that the World Wildlife Fund (now the World Wide 

Fund for Nature) was founded in Switzerland.                                                                                                                          

50 years ago, on 15th Sept 1971 that Greenpeace, the international environmental 

group, was founded in Vancouver.                                                                                                                                         

30 years ago, on 6th Sept 1991 that the Russian city of Leningrad was renamed St 

Petersburg, restoring its original name. 

20 years ago, on 11th Sept 2001, that the 9/11 terrorist attack on the USA took place.  

2,973 people were killed. 

 

LAUGHTER LINES 

A preacher went into the pulpit one Sunday morning wearing a pair of new bifocals.  The reading 

portion of the glasses improved his vision considerably, but the top portion of the glasses didn't 

work so well. In fact, he was experiencing dizziness every time he looked through them. Finally, 

he apologised to the congregation. "I hope you will excuse my continually removing my glasses," 

he said. "You see, when I look down, I can see fine, but when I look at you, it makes me feel 

sick." 

 

The new Bishop wanted a bird’s eye view of his new diocese, so he had an idea.  He rang his local 

airfield to charter a flight, and was told that a twin-engine plane would be waiting for him. Arriving 

at the airfield, the bishop spotted a plane warming up outside a hangar. He jumped in, slammed 

the door shut, and shouted, "Let's go!" 

At once the pilot taxied out, swung the plane into the wind and took off. Once in the air, the 

bishop spent several minutes enjoying the views, and looking for local landmarks.  Finally, he 

instructed the pilot, "Fly down the valley now and make low passes so I can take pictures of some 

of the best of the old parish churches." 

"Why?" asked the pilot. 

"Because I'm the new bishop,” he replied happily, adjusting his camera, “and I want some good 

aerial views of my diocese.”    

The pilot was silent for a moment. Finally he stammered, "So, what you're telling me, is, you're 

NOT my flight instructor?" 
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The Parable of the Weeds (Matthew 13.24-30) 

 

Ever wonder why there is both good and evil allowed in this world?  Jesus told a parable that 

touched on this subject – it is called the Parable of the Weeds.   It runs like this:  Consider the 

world as if it were a field where a Farmer has sown good seed.  But then an enemy came and 

sowed weeds among the wheat. So when the wheat came up, so did the weeds.  What to do?  

Instead of destroying the weeds, and thereby risking the wheat, the Farmer tells his reapers to 

wait and let both wheat and weeds grow together until the harvest.  At the harvest he will 

instruct the reapers to gather up the wheat, but to discard the weeds.  So do not despair when 

evil seems to thrive in this world – there is a reckoning still to come, and justice will be done. 

 

Kingdom          Heaven   Good      Seed    Field 

Sleeping   Grain  Weeds   Enemy  Servants 

Master   Sow  Gather   Reap  Root  

Let    Grow  Together  Harvest Bundles 

Barn   Burned 
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